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The THREE main types of finishes are...

Physical Finishes Chemical Finishes Biological Finishes

Physical Finishes

The THREE main types of PHYSICAL finishes are...

]

Calendering Laminating Brushing




Chemical Finishes

There are several different types of CHEMICAL finishes...

Flame-proofing Waterproofing Mercerising
Shrink resistance Crease resistance Bleaching
Anti —static Anti-felting

Flame-proofing: When finishing fabrics using the flame-proofing process chemicals such as propane
are applied/sprayed on either yarns or fabrics. When the chemicals are applied they act as a protective
shield or barrier slowing down the burning process. These chemicals can be applied to fabrics such as
Cotton, Rayon and Linen. Soft furnishings, such as sofas, normally have a flame-proofing protective
layer applied to them.

Waterproofing: When a waterproofing treatment is applied to a fabric they change the water
repellence characteristics within those fabrics. The treatment involves a silicon chemical being
sprayed over a piece of fabric. This process is normally applied to fabrics which are used for tents,
shoes and clothing intended for outdoor purposes.
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Mercerising: This involves fabric being placed in a solution of strong liquid called sodium hydroxide. Once

the liquid is applied the fibres swell and appear shiny, durable and absorbent. This process is normally
applied to cotton especially on products such as shirts.

Shrink Resistance: This chlorine chemical based finish is applied to fabrics to stop products from
shrinking and allowing it to be machine washable. Care must be taken when washing Wool as it is
renowned for shrinking. Chlorine is often applied to Wool to avoid shrinkage.




Biological Finishes

The TWO main types of BIOLOGICAL finishes...

Bio-poLshing

Bio-stoning




